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From:
To:
Via:

Commanding Officer
Chief ..f Naval Operations
(1) Commander Task Force NINETY-FIVE
{2) Commander U. S. Naval F,?rces Far i.!;~st
(3) C~nd.er in Chief, U. S. Pacific }'leet~"

~~("

Submarine Contact; report of

Ref: (a) CNO Secret Ltr. serial 0093P31 of 11 mj 1949, vvith enclos-
ures thereto

(1) Evaluation Form (as outlined in enclosure (2) to refer(~nce
(a) )

(2) Recorder Traces (CI~O only)
(3) Track Charts (CNO only)

1. In accordance with reference (a) the following report is subjtit-

ted herewith:

@)

On lS December 1950, at 1036I, v;hile steaming independently enl1oute
to gunnery exercise area off Sasebo, Japan, this ship obtained 3onar .

contact bearing 270(t), range 1500 yards (Lat. 33-26.2I~; Long. 129-l7.0b).
The ASW Officer evaluated'the target a s Possible Submarine, witl. oright
visual echo, sharp audible echo, and high doppler. Contact was .~in-
tained anC:. range was opened for further illvestigation and eval~lE1tJ.on.

During this period target was tracked on course l45(t) at a speed
of 7 knots. "

A tractcr aircraft, which was orbit~g overhead prior tq furnish-
ing services for AA gunnery exercises, was notified of the cc;r.tact and
during the period of contact development repol~ted a possible silp~uette
in the general location of the sonar contact. The foregoing infbr~tion,
with ship's evaluation, vias transmitted to the OTC (Commanding Officer,
U.S.S. FRANl~ KI~OX (DDR 742) ), who ordered McKZAN to make urgent attack.
An urgent attack was made immediately thereafter, ar~d evaluated by CIC
and Conn as 'IGoodu. The aircraft reported silhouet-':,) in center of pat-
tern at time of expl.sions, after which silhouette ,~isappeared and \~as
not sighted again. The aircraft then reported sightillg air buebles near
the location of first attack and an oil slick, ~Jhich grew larger as time
passed.. This oil slick was also sighted qy this ship and the FRANK K!~OX,
which joined about 20 minutes after the first attack.

As F~JK KNOX was approaching, a re-attack was not msde. Inste,ad,
McKEAN held contact and vectored Ffu~I;JK KNOX on to the rontact. F~'.."J~K
KNOX obtained contact and c oncurred in McK~~~Al~' s evaluation.

Meanwhile, contact plotted as dead ill the water (or nearly so) for
a period of about 25 ndnutes, but upon being closely approached the tar-

get tracked on course 025(t) at 3 knots.
After FRANK KNOX made attack, McKEAN made second d eptrL charge attack.

During this attack doppler changed from none to do.:n and the contact was
evaluated as being in a hard left turn. Attack course was compcnsated
but firing time was too early.

During the first attack an additional contact was noted about 200
ysrds inside first contact. This contact had bright visual ech<', sharp
audible echo, and n. doppler, and was intermittently detected, causing
some confusion \'Jhen bo't,h contacts merged and only one contact v~as detected

thereafter.
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Chief of Nava1 Operations

(1) Conunander Task Force I..]INETY-FIVE
(2) Commander U. S. Naval Forces FDr East

(3) CoInmgnder in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet

S-E-C-R-~T.T-O-P

From:
To:
Via: I

Subj: Submarine Contact; report of (Continued)

After MCKEAI~I S second attack, the contact was tracked as beir.i dead
in the water, 1'lith no dop"""ler. 1fcKI::Al'J and FRA.fI1r~ KI~OX al tel"11ated rc.aking
attacks until, upon completion of McKEANts fourth attack, noises~ eval-
uated as sonar countermeasures, were detected (see enclosure (1)). At
about this time the aircraft overhead reported v lake evaluDted as pos-
sible torpedo wake. Both McK~A~T and FRANK KI~OX took evasive action,
and rrtANK KNOX reported CN ssing wake. Wake indications were rl,)inly
yisible on the QHB-a scope and a steady humming noise Ylas heard ~n
bearing of reported torpedo VJhich was very sin"lilar to noises previously
evaluat"ed as soriar countermeasures. ,

After evasion, licr~AN made fifth attack, after vlhich both }'R.~iTh KNOX
and Mc!\EAN lost contact due '.:.0 effectiveness of n jarru'ILingll by sonar calnter-

measures. This "ja,runing" decreased very gradually, and conta<.:t \,Ias even-
tually regained in approximately the same location thut it had been lost,
with bright visual echo, sharp audible echo, no doppler, and Flotting
dead in the water.

Both McKEAN and FRANK KNOX had expended all but three derjth charges,
sO contact '~as maintained by both ships 0 Heckler runs by alte~'nate
ships vlere made at irregular intervals, dropping one charge each run.

No Ir..vement of the target was detected from this time UI!til 1817121,
when U.S.S. TAUSSIG arrived at scene and McKiAN as ord'?I' ed to return to
°Sasebo for a reload of depth charges. .

McKZAN returned the following morning and !{j"ade three more attacks
on contact, which still plotted dead in the water in the same 1.catiC'n, 0'as previous attacks. "

Subsequently, an ASR, the U.S.S. GR~~LET, arrived at the scera,
moored over the contkct, and sent down a diver. He reportad a huu ';i/ith
name 10NA MARU on stern~ which it vias later ascertained c;~psized cn 10
December 1950.

It is believed that the jamming of the sonar equipment may possibly
have -been cuused by unexploded Hk. 14 Mod. O depth charges, which were
employed in the fourth attack.

2. In accordance with reference (a)J enclosures (I
forwarded herewith~

I (2), atid (3) are

J. c. \'{EATr.,-.MriJ.x

Copy to: CNO (Advance)
CinCPacFlt (Advance)
ComDesFlot ONE
ConlDesDiv 112
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ITmAS TO BE CHECKED FOR EVAL~TION OF SUBW~tII{E CONTACTS

VISUAL IDENTIFICATIONSI

No
Possible
No
No
Yes
Possible
No
No

Surfaced Sub (Radar Visual

Submerged Sub

l)-!Periscope-Snorkel

Wake, slick, or bubbles

Torpedo
Disappearing Radar Blip

MAD Contact

Any other items such as Running Lights, Blinlcer Lights, eta? No

Altitude and distance from object observed: Not applicable

Sea State": 111oderate "'laves wi th low swell.

Wind force and direction: At time of initial contact, 15 knots from 340(t),
shifting to 140(t) in afternoon and 1ecreasing to
5 knots.

{J.}General light conditions: Sunny with scattered clouds.

Relative Position of sun: Approximately overhead.

Number and experience of observers: Qualified and experienced ASW Officer and
~i1 team consisting of 2 SCG1, 2 SO3, and
4 SOSli .

Sketehes appended: Yes

SONAR EFFECTSII

Doppler; Run #1 -High ~o None to Low; Run #2 -Do,'m to None to Hibh;
Run #3 -None; Run tJ4 -l'Ione; Run #5 -None; Run t!6 -None

Echo Qual i ty: Very sharp and clear at all times ,yhen contact was held .

Sonar Signals: No

Audible Countermeasures: Yes. Shortly after comple.::.ion of t11ird depth charge
attack a weak, steady hu..ming noise was heard on sonar equipment.s changing in
pitch from loVI growl to high whine. This caused slight interference On the
Q.HB-a scope but di4 not prevent or severely hinder echo-ranging on the contadt.
The interference was noted intermittently until after the fiftr. dGpth charge
pat-tern had been fired, at \:11ich time hydrophone affects ~ere noted, followed .

bya very strong ~hine on tho boaring of the contact. .This ~llinegradually :
increased in intensity until neither an echo from the contact 11or the outgoing
sound signal co:lld bo heard and the QH8-a SCOp13 was completely blankod out by
jamming over an arc of fifty degrees in bearing. Tho jamming continued for a
period of a?proxiraately fi va minutes. During this ti 1.; a ttompts werc made
to counteract the jamming by changing the opcrating :i'-:.'.:quency of tho sonar
equi~ent between 22 and 29 kcs ., but this had no ef:: ,.)ct. A s~{etch of the

appearance of the jamming on t11e QHB-a scope is appci1ded.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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ITEMS TO Bi!-: CHE~'~.\jl~£~-Jl~3N OF su~r.r.~t:IN:!5 CO1'iT.t..CTS 'Co;:t'd',..u \VU,:--~

Hydrophonc effoct: Yes
Did HIE correspond to cha.ngcs in rangc ra.t'J or plott13d spccd or to any

particular spocd? ~t the timG HIE l'Jerc noted, jamming commoncod and ~
a.ccuratQ plot of s/M movomont collld bo made.

'!i{as RP!'!' count made: No
@! Did RPM fit plot: Not applicablc

Wire recording submitted: No

:"'~J

C~emical recorder traces submitted: Yes

III TR.iI.CKING

Length of time contact held: 8 hrs. .35 minutes.

N~fiber of times contact lost: 14, including times lost due to ~hort ranga.

i
RGason for lost contact: Due to short range and opon::',:;- b-3yond maJ:iiilur!1 sonar

range.

Plotted speed of contact: From 7 lcnots to stopped .

Turning circlc of contact: Unknovm

~,J Is track consistent with sub characteristics?
YGS

Did range rate from rGcorder and from plot gGnorally agree t',1~1ilG tr:lcJdng? Yes

Did second ship confirm any part of track?
Local currents: Set: None Drift: None

Yos

IV ijIISCELIkN EOUS

Target width: 10 degrecs (avorago)

Initial detection rango: 1500 yards

Lost contact range: Run ~~1: 250 yds.; Run jf2: 150 yds.; Run'IJ.3: -::.)0 yds.
Run 1)4: 200 yds.; Run i;~5: 200 yds.; Run #6: 400 yds.

Target depth: 150 to 240 foot. How determined: By using thumJ ruie that
range of lost contact due to short rango, in yards, equals dcpth of S/~.i in
feet. l~lso, b'! uso of the fathometer .

Depth of water: 240 to 280 foot.

Character of bottom: Sandy

Recorder traces: Run #1: Quarter; Run #2: Bo~; Run #3: Quartor; Run ji4; Bou;
Run #5: Boam; Run #6: Beam

Relative ~poGd: Run //1: U .kUots; Run if2: 17 knots; l,'m if.3: 14 knots;
Run i~4: 15 knots; R;un fJ5: 14 knots; li.:...n #6: 15 knots

Latitudo and Longitude of cJntact: 33- 26.2 North; 129.17.0 East

Sketch of shoreline submittod: Not applicable

Rcmarks: None
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SECOND EN;)0~E:.,m~"T on ca, ws McKEAN (DD-'i84) Top &eoret Itr Hr 0001
or 5 Jan 1951

Fromt

Tot;"

vi&t

Commander ~aval Forces. Far East
Ch lef at Ba l Opera tion..

CoIBtDan.der in Chief, iJ. S. Pacific Fleet

Subja Submarine Con~otJ report ot

1. Fonra.r ded .

if. H. BbSOD'
AI81a'an' Chitr of 8,atf

{;

;""", -
, , , '," , ,

Copy'tOl"'" ,cC,' c
OTG'9&; 9, ."
ao~' uS! MeDAW (DD-18.)
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